ome of the top AQHA halter stallions of yesterday
and today have been successfully nurtured by Bill and Ann
Lannings guiding hands. For nearly nwo decades they pus
their talents to running one of the best-known stallion sta-
tions in the country--Edgewood Farms--for owners Joe Edge
and Russell Wood, standing stallions such as Conclusive,
Diversified and the incomparable Mr Conclusion. Today
Bill and Ann own Edgewood/Lanning, Inc. of Pilot Point,

Texas...where the “Mister” legacy continues.

Their story (and its a love story) f?fgfm in North Carolina..,
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STANDING THE LEGENDS

by Marilyn Morris Mayer

BILL SIGNED ON WHEN HE WAS 5IXTEEN...

When Bill was sixieen years-obd, he went to work after school and on weekends for
a poled horse trainer in his hometown of Asheville, North Caroling., Come summer, he
was spending all his time at the horse operation knewn as Chunns Cove Stables, *1°d
rode my granddaddy's work horses and mules as a kid, but that was the first ime 1 had
any contact with real show horses” Bill sdmits. The trainer was Glenn Hunniecubt--
Ann's dad! (She was all of 12 years-old at the time).

“We broke horses and showed horses.” Bill recalls, *. walking borses, guited horses,
il soane guanier borses.” He notes that Mr. Hunnicuit worked with some very good hors-
5, bat he also had a reputation for taking bad horses—horses that had injured people--and
rerming those horses around nto solid citizens. “He was just a nafural horse trainer...one
of the guys vou had 1o look up to.” Bill adds. After high school Bill staved on with him.
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Iy inr; with the Hunmacuns for two yeurs after p-.,u,ilqnun.

ANN ALWAYS HAD HORSES,,

“My dad being a hosse wrainer, 1've never nod hod & horse.”
Anm explains, <1 got the benelit of growing up around horses so
[ lived and breathed horses, My dad really had a way with hors-
es angd he was the tnee persona of a horseman, [ think, in our
industry 1oday, there are a lot of borse people, but nod everyone™s
a horseman, - Ann says that oftentomes when a ciffscull horse
wias sent 10 her dad tha, atter working with the horse just i few
howirs, the change was remarkabile,

Ann's whole family showed horses, her brother and sister,
and her mother, too, “We're a close knit family and horses are
an additional bond that holds ws all together,” Ann notes, She
says her mom, Dorothy, (or “Dat™ as everyone calls her) 1 a
super mother, the Kind that was always there for you and s
abwaiys supportive of evervthing you wanted to do.

“When | was three years-old my dad gave me a colt..and |
had that horse uniil the horse died of age 25.7 Ann nomed the
paloming stallon “Tngger” and she notes he was her best fnend
throughowt her childhood. But when 16 year-old Bill Lanning
stepped on the property, Trigger had to share his affections from
then on.

YOUNG LOVE..

I was only 12 at the time, so [ didn't icll anyhody that I had
a huge crush on Bill--but [ did.” Ann says the hardest pant was
when the girls Bill dated wanted to come see where he worked,
and would hang around the bam “ooh-ing and aab-ing™ over
how great Billl was. “1"d have to stand there and listen to all that
stuff,” she adds with a laugh, **._and not 1ell anyone that 1 had a
crush on him, eo!™ Bill and Ann worked side by side each day
and Bill viewed Ann as a little sister. A, but time has 3 way of
chamging those things.

When Ann turmed 18 and Bill was 21, he asked her for a date.
Ewemn at that age, it wasn't easy to get Ann's dad's okay, “He was
one of those sirict southern fathers,” she explains. A week after
iheir first date, Bill proposed. On horseback, of cowrse. “There's
a road that goes around throwgh the woods in the mountains
back there,” Bill recalls, “_.and we were riding there. Ann
always took a good broke horse and 1'd take one of the ool that
wie wene breaking wo nde; then if something haggpened she could
depend on that broke horse.” Bill pauses a moment, then smiles
and continues with ihe soey, 1 just decided it was time o ask
her, 5o 1 did. Our first date was October 15* and we got married
March 219"

Ann says her daddy thought the sun rose and seton Bill, bun
admits her dad wasn't wo happy @ Dt that Bl “siole bis
daughter.” It wasa't long, though, before he came around., After
a bref weekend honeymoon (her dad wanted them both back 1o
wiork early that Monday morsing) they staved on working hors-
es with him fof two years,

HEADING TO TEXAS...

Ann had ala ays waanted 1o live i Texag--a childhood
iredm-=and when the apparteny '|'.|1'||.'~:-|.'|1l:.,'|;l msell. the twao
headed o Texas, In 1979, Bill and Ann signad on with Joee Edge
arnd Russell Wood of Edgewomd Farms. At the time, Edgewood
wias i small operation and they munly had appaloosas, grodu-
ally switching over 10 quarter horses, “Bill and 1 have been so
blessed in our lives,” Ann says, “Not only did we get 1o work
with some super-duper horses<horses beyond your wildest
expeciation-<bul also greal people like Joe and Russell. They
Just welcomed us into their life and into their families, and still
tolay we're very, very close to them,”

“I had four horses and [ hired Bill & Ann to take care of my
kids and to teach them and take them to shows,” Joo Edge
explains, He laughs as he recalls how things just took off from
there. 1 bought a couple of horses for my children and got them
showing and then | basically fell in love with the broodmares
amd the babies. Ended up with 50 many broodmares that 1 had 1o
have o place...then | had =0 many broodmares that [ though |
needed a stud!™

There wos no question that Joe had hired the night people o
camy out that part of the horse business, as well. “Bill is an
expert at handling and breeding, and Anm is, too. That's their
niche and their forte.” Joe continues. That first stud was Boman
Straw Man. an appalocsa stallion that went on wo become a lead-
ing sire. *“He set every record there was: be was a great hoese
Joe notes.
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AQHA HALTER STALLION CONCLUSIVE
IS BOUGHT BY EDGEWORDD FARMS...

The meext top stud for Edgewoond Farms would be Co
whom Joe and Russell purchased after mising Conclusive's firss
two world champions, Prestigious Maiden and Obwious
Conclusion. *We had both of thermn in the pasture as babies an the
swmg timee,” Joe pecalls, *'_and when 1 made og my mind [ wan
il tev bury o stallion. that's the one 1 wanted to bay.”

For all of Conclusive’s stiribuies as a sire, the siud had a
pretty bad reputation at the time that Edgewood bought lm as
a six year-old. (In the stallions defense, Joe Edge moles that
Conclusive’s bad attitude probably was due 1o the fact thar the
stud had foundered before they bought him, and subsequently
received countless shods and medical mearments while in has
stall). In 1983, as Bill 2nd Ann drove 1o Kerrville, Texas 1o pick
up the stud and bring him to his new home, they were thrilled o
get this AQHA World Champion, an own son of the great
Impressive. They alse gave some serious thought 1o how they
would handle him.

Tl'h“-' Wit ll'HJr'lli:lh'. of the Tact that he was |_.4-i|11L B0 o ek

acility with new people and new surroundings to work in their
favor...and they decikled on two mponant mles, the first of
ich was that no omse would handle

wl. If someone came o see im and nerther was avails

mie, then the visitors were asked o F||r;:|.~..,: winlt untl o
the L .J1.l1ir'|""- could ke there. The ober aile? Treat hem hke o
hr=e! Bill says the stud had Detle ot at this previous loc-
tion due 1o the fact thar no ope wanted o 0 n has stall 1o han-
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- Mr. Conclusion

dle him o take him owsade or do anything with him. That s0on
changed at Edgewood. “We twmed him out in the stod pen and
reated e hke 3 horse” Bl {':':.FI|.|"|I|'I.'-.._ :ul.jin_g__ “If he dome
sormething wrong we god after him; if he didn't, we left him

alone, That's just the way we handled him.”

YOU WANT TO DO WHAT? WHERE???

The “pew™ Concluzive led for some pretty funny encounters
wath people wha hid heard of his bad rep, or even experienced
it first hand. About three months after Conclusive arived a
Edgewod, it was time to call on noted horse pnn{ zrapher, Don
Shugar, for new photos of the stud. Don wasn't one 0 ever shy
away from a difficult horse, but Ann says he did initially iry o
sy them inko getting someone ¢lse o do the phoio sho
talel Don to just oomie o the farm and if for any reason be did.
Al st b do continue the shoot, they'd pay him his full fee

When Don amived and asked where they'd like 1o do the
photos, Ann had another surprise for him. Mo, she didn®t wani o
o the shoot night cutside the bam. She told Don she wanted Bl
bo take Conclusive out in the pasture by a big stock pond. Ok,
and she woanted one maore thing. “1 wanted all the beoodmanss
right there in the background across the water, and you'd alsoe
sz them reflected in the water.” Ann explains, Bill walked the
stud out, decked in his silver halter, and headed out o the prs-
turg with him. Meanwhile, Ann had sprinkled some oats in the
grass across the water 1 wld stay right there, “It
ook us maybe 15 minutes fo get the pictures. He stood rght
there, regal s could be and never acted up, never yumped
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arcund, never squealed or anything,” Ann notes with pride,

She recalls that as [|'r|‘."_'. headed back w the bam, Don then
shared that when he tried o |H1.-::-'I|.'|rl.‘:l".3ph Conclusive i hig fos.
mier location, he had waited and waited ourside the barn ready
for the shoot, but they never came out, The stud had apparent-
Iy trapped two bovs in his stall and they couldn™ get him owl,
Ann says after their sucoessful shoot that Don just shook his
head and said, “I"m gonna ell vou !-.n:n.;lhing, Hall
Luﬂﬂ:iﬁg..._'.l:‘l-l.l'fq.' wither Eul,‘u.':nilur! i ':'11u‘n..- the reales sEiad
ranaeer there < ever béen,

Ancther time, when a visitor who hadnt seen Conclusive
sirbog his days in Kermvlle armived o the farm, Ann sayvs she told
the man, “We're thrilled 1o death that you came to see him; he's
out bere in the stud pen--let me go get him,™ At that point, Ann
L the man sad uﬂnﬂhmg like “Plepse, tell me _'.-'l_'«u'n: nit
gomg in there with him!™ bat she just walked in. When the stud
saw her and headed 1o her, she cilmly snapped the lead rope oni
his haslter amd led him out the gate o =t him up. Ann sayvs the
fella then shared that he had judged the horse in the past and at
that tame il you ever bost eye contact with him, he would put you
G the rround,

Ann credis the stud’s tumaround o Bill’s talent, sdding
that studs are real bright and leam things quickly --gond things
and bad things. It°s just a mafer of where you 20 from there.
ahe says people are always impressed with how quict and dis-
ciplined the studs arg ot their place--even when there's a whole

bamn full of studs and you're leading one by the other studs. =

“To me. Bill s o true horseman. He is a natoral: and very
knowledgeable.”

MR CONCLUSION WAS EVER THE GESNTLEMAN...
When Conclusive passed away unexpectedly less than a year
Iater, it beft o big hole in evervone's hean.. and some Big shoes

to fill in the Edgewonod stisd bam. Joe Edge searched the coun-

try for a son of Conclusive, finzally deciding on a 2 year-old
Michigan stud in 1984, Bred by Jim Evans and Mark Toeef¥, the
16 hard somel was out of Miss Amber Charge, amd had won the
Congress as a yearling, His mame was Mr Conclusion.

He was an impressive looking horse (those who saw him said
he just had a presence about him) who would go on o carve a
page in the quarter horse history books as the all-time leading sire
of AQHA World Champion and Reserve World Champeons--a
record that has vet o be equaled woday by any horse, He stamped
his get with that presence, and it became know as “that Mister
look Some Sy Ehr."_'.' could look ouwt i a Giebd and r.ln;'l-: oat his
babics. moting. " Yeah, he (oe che) has “that Mister bol,™

Ann calls Mr Conelusion a superstar in the quamer haorse
wiorld who was a pleasure just oo be with each day. “He was a
ereal borse 1o be around and the love of our lives.” Ann adds,
“And vou could always tell his babics because they were the
first ooes 10 Come 1o o i the '|‘:-.'.ﬁ1|.||:|:."' Mg 1o what makes a
horge like that, Bill has a h'tnl.]‘.\-h.' answer, | thank the Gaood Lord

miakes a horse like that,”

Ann notes that the Conclusive line was o slow-maturing line
and that the majority of the horses seemed 10 get better and bet-
ter as they got odder. Thus was the case with Mr Conclusion. He
won the Congress as a yeardimg: was AQHA Reserve World
Champaon Haleer Sallion shorily after they purchased him:
carmed a second AQHA Reserve World title as a 3 vear-old; and
ps o 4 vear-old he stepped into the spotlight to gamer the 1986
ACHA World Champion Aged Halter Stallion title--the first hal-
ter stalliom ever o win the Workd Show unanimowsly as all 3
Judges placed him first. And the great babies with “that Misser
bk ™ juesd Kept coming and stepping up to collect their World
show wins,

For 12 wvears, Mr Conclusion “held coun™ at Edgewood,
aceepting visitors from all seross the nation and all over the
warld. “People came from almost every country vou can think
of,” Ann explains. “Mister was so kind and so gentbe—-he"d jusi
stamd there for bours, sometimes with groups of 20X people at a
time. The more poople, the better he bowed it I they asked if
they could pet him, we'd say, "Sare.™
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Jim Evans, who raised Mr Conclusiomn, says be knew the colt
was special the moment be hit the ground, “The moming he was
born, | called my panner, Mark Toteff, and rold kim he peedad o
£l Okl e ancd take a look. | wasn't swee, bit 1 ||'bC!l‘|IE'J.1I a super-
srar was just koen! Asked o descnbe the codt, Jimi LAyE I Was
that long, preny meck anmd gorgeous head--and just that ook that
v bl omie clay be calhed “thas Master look,”

Pilot Point veterinarian, Dr. Richard Dennis, who was
|:.;|:_.;-,:“-::-c:-.|'h vl Ihn1|,|h:|'| those VRATE, (Erees that Mr Conclusion
Wik i greal allvon but he beheves that it also ook the combana-
Bt ol S Belpe's bosmess savyy and the Lannings talent wath
horses 1o brng 1he stallion o s incredible peak of success., “Joe
Eclge hand the busimess talent 1o let the world know how good that
horse was, L Denmis says, I ook Joe Edge 1o bring him to
the foretront while Bill ond Ann were taking care of the horses,
running the place and making 1 work.”

THE ENXI} OF AN ERA..

In 1%, Joe Edge sold Mr Conclusion to Classic Acres in
Chcala, Flonda...and within days. he sold Edgewood Farms. After
12 yvears of canng for Mr Conclusion, Bill and Ann personally
delivered the stallion o his new home in Flonda. (Sadly. Mr
Concluskon was put down just two vears later doe in complica-

tions of surgery, He was laid 1o rest on the ranch at Classic Acres
with his head I!':n;lnE wesh toward Texas),

Fallowang the sale of Edgewond. Joe Edpe bought a couple
hundred &res in Filot Point and invited Bill and Ann to pick oot
aclge d-acre paece o purchase. He also gave them the covet-
od Ldgewodd name to use. Thus EdgewoodLanning, Inc. was
created with Bill and Ann Lonning as sole owmers. *1 gave them
permsseon o use Edgewood becawse it's a pood name._and it
wiis part of them. toa,” Joe Edge confirms. Ann laughs and notes
thit for years they had been receiving mail addressed o Mr, &
Mrs, Exlgewond,

“They re a unigue couple,” Joe goes on to comment on Bill
and Ann, “They are dedicated. they love the horses and they bove
canng for the horses, They would do without themselves, io core
for the horses or their dogs. [t's not & thing where it's five o' cbsck
and they tum out the lights and go home. IF it takes *tl midnigh
il il akes Gl two in the moming..dbey ane there.”

Dr. Dennis agress. “They're the greatest people there ane;
they help their friends out._and when a friend calls in the maddie
of the night with a problem, they get up and go." He is proud to
have the Lannings as close friends, not just as clients, and savs
Bill Lanming is the one he would want to have his hack shoubd
the necd ever arise.

John Lewis, of Avwater, Ohio, recalls the time, years ago, that
his traincr, Randy Jacobs, wok him o see Bill and Ann when
John's daughier, Amanda, was showing for the first time ot the
AQHA Youth World. It was at Edgewood Farms where Mr
Comclusion was the leading sire. "1 walked in, met Bill and he
shook miy hand, and then ook his time o show me anyihing and
evervthing--and didn'y care if vou had all the money in the world
of ot two nickels o rub wgether” They became good friends
and much later, when John bought his ACHA stud, Kid Sibent, he
sA%% there was no |.|IJ|:-.I!i-:'-1i Uit lhl'."} widld stand hirm at <tud waith
the Lannings. “They re just great people. Theyd do anything for
vou and they go out of their way w make sure things ane right.
They"re probably the mwmst honest people thal you'd ever meet in
the horse business,”

Whiteshors, Texas halier tramer Jason Smith worked at
Edl{l."l'-l.'H.HJ Farmis Tor aboul fodr VI I.Iul'll'lF the tme that Bill
and Ann wene MAnmgErs 1hirre Mg Ehuit I!hq":' Were great p-_h;'p'lc
w work for and with., and that they have continued to have a
Ereal Ja-;]:lli-::-lhh:p wilh them o thns I.!-ilj'-' “Hill 1= j|,|~.|_,'| r|:;|||:l. gu_'nj_
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down-to-carth solid guy...and whatever be tells you, thats the
way its" going o be" Jason says. “And Ann has a passion for
anirmals, period. Whether it's horses, cais or dogs, she loves the
atienals--and makes suse that the care given o them is the very
kst they can have.” He adds, "They woek hard and treat people
fairly, They're great people,”

“They' e real down-to-canh—real good people,” sayvs lalier
trainer, Ted Turner, of Aubrey, Texas. “They're the best a1 wha
!|12}' I\.I.i!l."

“They mun one af the best hrL-L"di:'l'_.; Operations in the Liniced
Smes, sy him BEvans "'I'Ir:.' mave an awlal |:'_v|'u1-:| eye for P
horses...and there's nod & thing they wouldn't do for vou, 1've
never mel nicer people in my life,”

Cathleen Clucas, of Pilot Poind, stands. her AQHA Word
ﬁ'humpl-.m weslEm [r].,:uqm: horse, Jacks Are ].|||;k:. Tiso, with
Rill amd Ann, and counts them as greal ru.::lgl'll'r:':n and frends,
“Hll = l."-.ln-|m-|_1_.' Fu_'r'-.ln:l:l.hl.,' amil VieTy I.ru1'.1.'l.{'|,lg:_'uhl.,' and a
ran who would get up and belp vou at two o'clock im the -
g, 1 wow nesd it Cathlieen says Ann iz abways the first one to
help out in a siteation, “And she 15 extremely knowledgeabls in
the industry, nnd very emertiming with the
numerous stores and expenences she can
pell whout . As o couple, they ane so much
fun to be pround.”

(Ann™s love of animals included a
lioness thot Joo and Russell purchased
when the cub was four days-old and gove
to them. “Elsa™ as they called her lived at
Edgewond Fanms for many vears and then
moved to the new rmnch, Edge-
wiodLanning, Imc. when i@ was buils.
“Elsa was a very special pant of our lives
for 16 wonderful vears. In fact. she cven
slept i bed with us unftil she weighed
about 250 pounds.” Ann says. Elsa i
buried just in front of their show bam under
a big oak tree with a simple litile marker
with her name. )

Since 1998, Bill and Ann have put their
energy and their talents info making
Edgewoond/Lanning. Inc. a noted stallion
station, standing abowt a dozen stallions
cach wear for varows clients, and carmying
on the Mr Conclusion legacy with a stud of
their own and those Mister-bred mares.
With all that goes on in the day-io-day
operation of such a large stud farm, Bill
credits Josh Lasman for helping it all nun
smsaghily. “He's a grean guy, and a greal
family man wheo has worked for us for sev-
eral vears,” Bill says. “We also fit and con-
dition show horses here as room permiis,

amd Josh works on that end of i, oo™

As always, the Lannings are pleased 1o open their doores o
visitors welcoming each and every one who comes to the
ranch--whether it be o view the stallions, show off the babies,
or look at the show horses. As for why and how Bill and Ann
Lanning have been 0 sucoessful through the years, Bill (again
a man of few words), bas a ready answer, “The Gooxd Lord ™
Pausing a moment, he continues, “We let Him guide us in
evervthing we do, and we treat people like we want to be treat
ed.” A simple recipe for success for sune.

Rill and Ann pever had children, bar b potes with a gmile,
“We've gt a hundred of “erm out here in the pasiure, though!™
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